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"States' rights" was a term used to describe the "liberal" nature of the north while the "iron ring of the south" was used to
describe the conservative/racist nature of the south. Of course, that hasn't stopped the GOP from using these terms to attack
Democrats in the south for the past couple of election cycles. Just this week Republicans in the south have been trying to frame
Democrats as being out of touch with the way average southerners live. In case you didn't notice, the South has changed quite a
bit since the days of one-party southern rule. The southern states are no longer able to completely ignore the rest of the nation in
regards to economic and social issues and the GOP has moved increasingly further right in the south. In 2000, southern
Democrats received more votes for statewide races than Republicans did. In 2004 southern Democrats received over a million
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more votes for state legislators in 2008 than southern Republicans did. That is probably because the state legislatures have
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