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Has Two New Arms Enriched
Uranium: The Atomic Energy
Organization A NEW arms race has
begun 1n the Middle East, as Iran has
boasted to the world 1t 1s now
enriching uranium to weapons-grade
levels. Iran's new enrichment plant at
Natanz, near the central Iranian city
of Isfahan, was revealed ina TV
report. It will produce between 2 and
7kg of uranium each day, which 1s
enough for about four bombs. Iran
says the plant 1s a part of its peaceful
nuclear research programme. But




Israel and the West are outraged at
the news. The spokesman for the
Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran,
Behrouz Kamalvandi, told state
television that the new plant 1s 10
times more powertul than the
previous facility at Istahan. The plant
was erected in defiance of UN
Security Council sanctions. Mr
Kamalvandi said: "We are not seeking
to build a nuclear bomb. We have had
this facility for the past 15 years and
we have not used it for a single
weapon of mass destruction. We have
a civilian nuclear energy programme
and we are happy with it." Speaking




on BBC World Service International
Editor John Stmpson said: "It will be
extremely difficult for any sanctions
body to enforce, as we have seen
recently, a ban on the export of raw
uranium. "This uranium would have
to be converted 1nto the fuel rods of a
nuclear reactor, so you would need
some fairly sophisticated equipment,
facilities and personnel. "It 1s
estimated that to produce a nuclear
bomb you would need about one
kilogram of the fuel. It would be very,
very difficult to get hold of that
amount of the material without
someone else getting hold of 1t first."




Iran's President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has defended the new
plant, saying it has "nothing to do
with the arms race”. He added: "It
was decided to establish this plant at
the beginning of the year. "We did
not start work until February and 1t 1s
now complete.”" On Wednesday Iran

announced 1t has built a new nuclear
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