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could tell doctors which anti-cancer drugs to give to patients. Chemotherapy – treatment that involves a combination of drugs – can cause side effects like vomiting, hair loss and fatigue. But while doctors currently use drugs based on whether they think they might work, this means patients could be given the wrong treatment. A new ‘personalised’ test could use blood samples to show which anti-cancer drugs are
likely to work best. The test could be performed in patients within days of their chemotherapy, rather than weeks or months. A team from the University of Cambridge has shown that the test could be used to predict the best treatment by looking at a patient’s genetic makeup. The work is published in Nature Communications. Professor Andy Waterfall, a Cancer Research UK Senior Group Leader at the University
of Cambridge, led the study. He said: “This work is a step forward to personalising cancer care. We already know that certain genes can be associated with whether a drug works – but we haven’t known if a patient’s genes make a difference to the effectiveness of a particular drug. “This study demonstrates that by using a relatively new technology, it is possible to pick up on the signals from the body’s response to a
treatment, and
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